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Good morning!  The title of our new series is Timeless Truths From the Early Church.  In 

this five-week series, we are going to see something of God’s vision for each and every 

local gathering of believers, including this gathering at Bethel Grace Baptist Church.  

This morning we start with the very basic truth that we are a family of believers.   

 

I want you to picture with me in your minds a football player who is all suited up in his 

uniform with his helmet, but he has no team.  He is the only one standing out on the field.  

Picture in your mind a tuba player who he has no band.  It is just him.  Picture in your 

mind a soldier without a platoon.  Picture in your mind a bumble bee without a hive that 

it calls home. 

 

All these pictures, they just don’t seem right, do they?  They are not right!  Now picture 

in your mind a follower of Jesus Christ, a man or woman in Jesus without a family of 

believers that they are connected to in a vital way.  That picture belongs with those other 

pictures I mentioned.  It just doesn’t look right.   

 

It is not right, because the Lord intends that each one of those who are in Christ be 

connected to others who share their same faith and who they can share love and 

fellowship with.  The church is to be a family of believers.   

 

There are several passages that you will find in the New Testament where the church is 

called the household of God.  But the fact of the matter is, the teaching of the church as 

the family of believers is found all throughout the New Testament.  I did not do a 

scientific look at it by observation, but I am pretty sure that you can find this teaching on 

every single page of the New Testament. 

 

This teaching is kind of like that sugar that you stir into the morning cup of coffee, where 

its sweetness permeates the whole cup.  The idea that the church under God is to be a 

family of believers, it is found all throughout the New Testament. 

 

If you look just in the writings of the Apostle Paul, you will find is that he used the word 

Father sixty-three times.  He used the language of brethren one hundred and thirty-nine 

times.  The vast majority of those uses is speaking of the local church, where God is 

Father and where we are family together in Christ, brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

 

When you look at the Apostles John and Peter, you will see that they liked to talk about 

how we as followers of Christ are born again and we are given spiritual rebirth into the 

Kingdom of God so that we are now part of the family of God. 
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The Apostle Paul used language that is a little bit different.  He used the concept of 

adoption.  We are adopted into the family as sons.  There is some very significant 

historical import here because sons in that First Century world had full privileges as heirs 

in the family.  So, ladies, sisters, guess what?  You are part of the sonship—joint heirs 

with Jesus.  If I could be a part of the bride of Christ, you can be a part of the sonship of 

God. 

 

In so many different ways, this language of the church being a family is given to us in the 

pages of the New Testament, and this morning we are going to look at several portions of 

the New Testament written to the early church to help them live this out.  It is written to 

the Twenty-First Century church as well. 

 

We are going to start this morning with Christ in the Gospel of Mark where the idea of 

Christian community as family is laid out.  Here in Mark Chapter 10, the disciples were 

just staggering once again as Jesus was teaching them some of the sacrifices that comes 

in discipleship, some of the things we must let go of in order to follow Christ and walk 

according to His will. 

 

As the disciples were thinking about these things, the time would come when many of 

these Jewish believers would be ostracized from their communities.  They would be cast 

out.  They would be excommunicated from synagogues.  These things would happen. 

 

The fact of the matter is, Jesus was preparing them for that but, in the end, they would 

gain as a result of being a part of His church.  Let’s see how the Lord put it here in Mark 

Chapter 10 and Verses 28 through 31: 

 
28

Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.”  
29

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and 

for the gospel, 
30

who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses 

and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  
31

But many who are first 

will be last, and the last first.” 

 

Here in this section, Jesus was making promises to people who make sacrifices to follow 

Him.  He was talking about this life and the life to come, but the emphasis of what we 

read in this portion of Scripture is on this life. 

 

Jesus was saying:  Yes, you can expect some people to disapprove of you because you 

are following me, but you are going to gain so many more people.  Even as the members 

of your own family push you aside or disown you because of your faith in Me, you will 

receive new family. 
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Jesus used what would seem to be language of hyperbole – a hundred times more, but 

when you think about it, maybe it was not hyperbole!  There are a couple of hundred 

people here in this church, and if we are all together in Christ as family, we receive two 

hundred times. 

 

Let’s think about some real-life situations in our day and time.  Think about a young man 

who comes to faith in the Living God.  He had been living a party and reckless lifestyle, 

but somebody shared the Gospel with him.  He is done with drunkenness and parties and 

instead he wants to follow Christ.  He wants to pursue holiness.   

 

That produces disconnect because he does not have the same relational connection that he 

did.  This man comes to Bethel Grace Baptist Church.  Is he going to be received into our 

closest emotional and relational bonds?  Is he going to be shown friendliness and 

acceptance, not only Sunday morning, but all throughout the week as somebody who is 

now connected to brothers and sisters in Christ?  That is what Jesus calls us to here. 

 

Think about a woman in to her retirement years.  She is a single woman.  She comes to 

faith in Jesus, reads Scripture and understands the church is a family of God.  Instead of 

going into her sunset years in a lonely place alone, will she come to Bethel Grace and 

find that people are receiving and accepting and loving her and checking in on her and 

spending time with her, so that she feels connected?  Is that what she would find here at 

Bethel Grace?  Is that what Jesus desires that she would find at Bethel Grace?   

 

Here is another illustration that I think is very important for us to receive if we believe in 

the redeeming power of God in the day that we are living in.  Here is a man or a woman 

with same sex attraction, homosexual desire.  This person has had somebody reaching out 

to him or her in Jesus’ Name.   They have been reading about the saving grace of Christ.  

Their hearts begin filling up with faith in Jesus.  Reading Scripture, they see the will of 

God for sexuality and marriage.  It is burning in this person’s heart and they believe it.  

Yet, the inclinations of the flesh remain the same.   They still have the same sex desires, 

but they submit those desires to what is taught in Scripture.  So, they determine as a 

follower of Jesus Christ that they will not live a life that involves sexual or romantic 

intimacy as long as those inclinations remain. Will such a person find here at Bethel 

Grace spiritual and relational intimacy that will help fill that void and that ache in their 

lives?  Will they be received into the family and accepted, so that their lives can be full in 

Christ, and so that their identity is in Christ and His community? 

 

I pray that that would be the case.  I pray that that would be so!  The family of God is 

filled with all kinds of people, all of us having desires gone array.  What we have in 

common is that we submit those desires to Christ and we accept each other and try to 

encourage each other in the love and the truth of God. 

 

We need to be a family of believers.  Read again Mark Chapter 10 and Verses 29 and 40: 
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29
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and 

for the gospel, 
30

who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses 

and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 

 

The thing about that passage of Scripture is it depends on us, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, to carry it out.  A person might come to Christ and read these things and if we are 

not living this way as a church, they might wonder if what Jesus said was even true.   

 

So, we need to be people who walk in grace.  In this radically individualistic society, we 

need to ask the Lord to do something in us so that we give more of ourselves away and 

receive more and more people in that they might be connected in the family of God. 

 

How are we doing with this?  I know it is happening in pockets here, but is it your prayer 

with me that it will happen for everybody who comes?  We need to pray that the Lord 

will provide this.  That means us reading Scripture and obeying it, so that we bring 

people into our circle of fellowship. 

 

How does this work out in practical terms?  What do we then do?  I want to go to a few 

New Testament passages, portions of Scripture that have this sibling language that was 

spoken to in the early Christian communities.  We can learn how we live life as a family 

of believers. 

 

These are just a few basics. How do we live as a church family?  The first thing that I 

would like to point out is that: 

 

1. We share our hearts with one another (Romans 12:9-16) 

 

By that, I mean that we have true affection and love that comes out in such a way in the 

power of the Holy Spirit that we like each other.  Some people say:  Well, I love you, but 

I don’t have to like you.  How does that fly in the face of the Holy Spirit who created that 

person?  I don’t like you, but I guess I have to love you.  In the familial bond there is a 

sense where we don’t just put up with people, but we love them and want the best for 

them.  Right?   

 

To receive this truth that we must have that affection and warm bond in Christ, I want to 

take you first to the massive capital city of Rome itself.  Twenty-five years after Christ 

rose from the dead, the Gospel was bearing fruit in that majestic place.  In one of, if not 

the greatest, cities of the world the Christian community was taking shape.   

 

There were Jews and there were Gentiles.  When I say Gentiles, I mean there were a lot 

of Gentiles.  There was a great diversity of Gentiles from all the different nations, with all 

their different backgrounds, with all the different gods and pagan practices that they 

forsook so they might walk with Christ.  In their turning away from their pagan roots, 

they were suffering the consequences by being cast out of their previous families. 
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In addition to that, there were also different classes of people.  There was the smaller 

wealthy class, the so-called equestrian wealthy class.  Then there was the lower class, the 

people who were materially poor. 

 

These people were to come into a single family and accept, receive, and love one another.  

As they carried out the imperatives listed in Romans Chapter 12 and Verse 9 through 16, 

they would be living God’s will together as a church family. 

 

So, let’s look at what it says in that portion of Scripture. 

 
9
Let love be genuine.  Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  

10
Love 

one another with brotherly affection.  Outdo one another in showing honor.  
11

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
12

Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  
13

Contribute to the 

needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
15

Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
16

Live in harmony with one 

another.  Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in 

your own eyes.   
 

Here we have this paragraph of quick and rapid-fire relational commands.  It begins with 

something of a heading.  Looking at that first sentence of Verse 9, it says:  Let love be 

genuine. 

 

Digging down into the Greek, that sentence is a heading with a noun and an adjective.  

Agape hupokrites, the Greek word for hypocrisy, with a negation at the front of it.  In 

other words, love without hypocrisy.  Love without falsehood.  Love that is genuine.  

Love that is sincere. 

 

That is what this whole section is about.  It is genuine love in the family of believers.  

Then the first thing that passage says is that true and genuine agape is not sloppy-agape 

that loses moral and spiritual discernment. 

 

When we have true and genuine love for one another, that means that we are going to 

hate the evil in this world that would do moral or spiritual harm.  Hold fast to the good!  

So, there is this clear moral and spiritual aspect to that and it is something that is 

distinctive in the body of Christ. 

 

Not that we are perfect.  We all blow it in many different ways, but we see the vision of 

walking in holiness together.  

 
9
Let love be genuine.  Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.   

 

Then Paul said:   
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10
Love one another with brotherly affection. 

 

Have Philadelphia!  This is where the genuineness and the sincerity come in.  When you 

have a family that is living behind closed doors, the real-deal gets to come out.  No 

hypocrisy.  No masks!   That is how it is to be in the body of Christ.  Let love be genuine, 

just like this brotherly affection where you know each other. 

 

It has been said that families are like a big slab of fudge.  It is mostly sweet with a few 

nuts.  There are not just a few nuts.  Are you human?  Then you are nuts!  You have your 

weird ways and you blow it. 

 

So, when there is genuine love in the body of Christ, we open-up to each other and talk 

about things that are happening in our lives—whose driving us nuts, who we are driving 

nuts, how we are going nuts—all kinds of nuts!  We share with one another the burdens 

of our hearts and lives.  This is the vision of family 

 

This Wednesday is Halloween.  In the evening, you are going to see the streets swarmed 

with little ones and older ones with masks and costumes on.  Love without hypocrisy.  We 

don’t put on masks.  We are not to be fake.  We share what is going on in our lives with 

one another. 

 

That being the case, let’s acknowledge that sometimes that feels very risky.  I don’t think 

that that means that you go out to coffee with anybody and everybody that has ever 

happened to sit in one of these pews, and just spill everything out.   

 

You need to spend some time with people and discern who you can trust with the things 

that are going on in your life.  It takes some time to build that relationship.  When I meet 

with people, I like to tell them that they can share however little or however much they 

want to share with me. 

 

It takes times to build that trust, but we are working toward that goal of opening our lives 

to one another.  You confess sins to one another that you might be healed, as it says it 

says in James Chapter 5. 

 

This is the picture of Christian community.  This is what we are to be pursuing with one 

another.  This is what family life is all about.  Each one of us needs to have at least a 

handful of people that we are connected to and that we are real with and that we share the 

burdens of life you. 

 

This is what it is to share our hearts with one another.  I would like to think that this is 

less because I am a pastor and more because I am a brother in Christ—but when people 

share things with me, their temptations, struggles and stumbling’s, and do so with a 

humble spirit asking for prayer, I don’t think I have ever been repelled by what I have 

heard. 
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Rather, I am always drawn in because there is something about humility that brings us 

closer together.  I pray that this is the case with people that I have shared my issues with 

as well, because love must be genuine.  We are to love one another as a family of 

believers. 

 

We have Fellowship Groups where we want to be fostering these things. We have 

Sunday Bible Communities, and I don’t know that the Sunday school classroom is where 

a lot of this takes place, but it offshoots in coffee dates and things like that.  It does not 

have to be connected to one of those structures, just get with people.  When people ask 

you to get together, do it!  We must have our lives open to one another.   

 

Before we leave this point, let’s notice how it says that we are to have hospitality in this 

passage.  Verse 13: 

 
13

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 

That means to receive new people into your homes.  The Greek word underlying that is 

xenophilia.  It is the love of new kinds of people, people who have not been here before.  

They are new and different.  Instead of xenophobia, being afraid of something different, 

it is the welcoming of it, so that it is accepted. 

 

This church has been around for a while.  Some of you have been around for a while.  I 

have been around for a while.  My family has been here since the early nineties!  These 

years have gone by fast.  But with all this time together, we kind of start feeling 

comfortable in our relational context, but we must have our eyes open for people who are 

not plugged in and welcome them.  Accept them. 

 

In the First Century church, Jews were accepting many different kinds of people with 

false religious backgrounds.  That must have been a struggle, but his is the will of God.  

We are to share our hearts with one another in this way. 

 

Moving on, how do we live as the church family? 

 

2. We share our “stuff” with one another (I John 3:14-17) 

 

We practice generosity toward one another.  To learn this lesson, we go to Asia Minor 

and its prominent city of Ephesus.  That city was being plagued with a false doctrine that 

was forming called Gnosticism.   

 

In addition to that, people who were being relationally and socially marginalized because 

of their faith in Christ.  Some of them were losing financially.  Some of them were not 

able to make ends meet.  That is where the church family stepped in to make sure that 

they had what they needed.   
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In I John Chapter 3 and in John 3:16 we learn about the love of God.  Like Rod said last 

week, in I John 3:16, we learn about love among the family of God.  I want to read I John 

Chapter 3 and Verses 14 through 18:   

 
14

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brothers.  Whoever does not love abides in death.  
15

Everyone who hates his 

brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 

abiding in him. 
16

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers.  
17

But if anyone has the world’s goods and 

sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love 

abide in him?  
18

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed 

and in truth. 
 

Here we see that we practice love by being generous.  We share our stuff, our material 

possessions, with one another, the stuff that we need to get by and live life on this earth. 

 

There is the nuance of moral obligation here in this text.  We lay down our lives for one 

another.  We ought to lay down our lives for one another.  That means sharing your 

resources with those who are struggling and going without. 

 

Here in the Bethel Grace context, as is the same case with many other churches like ours, 

you can help people out in a formal way and in an informal way.  One of the structures of 

the church you might say is that we have what is called our Deacon’s Fund. 

 

The Deacon’s Fund is to help brothers and sisters that are in need.  I praise God for the 

generosity of this church to the Deacon’s Fund.  This fund is running at about 20 to 

25,000 dollars.  Every financial report shows the same figure.  Everybody wants to know 

if we are using that money.  We tell them yes!  We are using it, but people just keep 

giving to it too.   

 

This money is what is used when people are struggling.  They may need to have their rent 

paid.  They may need to have groceries bought.  They are flat broke and struggling and 

maybe the engine on their vehicle dies.  We help!  The Deacon’s Fund is here to help in 

practical ways for people in this church who need it.  Understand that money is here both 

to give to and to receive from when the need arises. 

 

There is also the informal way of being generous.  This is when we see somebody who is 

struggling in one way or the other and we seek to bless them materially somehow.  I 

thank God for so many of the neat examples of how this has been taking place here at 

Bethel Grace through the years. 

 

I think of one family whose car broke down and it could not be fixed.  Another man in 

the church had recently purchased a truck.  He still had his other truck that still ran well.  

He was going to sell it, but instead he gave the keys and pink slip to his brother in need 

and told him to be blessed.  That makes my heart happy.   
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There is another man in this church who needed a kidney.  Without a new kidney, he was 

facing the end of physical life.  So, what did another brother in the church do?  He gave 

him a kidney!  He gave him a kidney!  They are in the back of the church right now, 

giving each other props.  That is so cool to see! 

 

I have seen people in Bethel Grace opening rooms in their homes to one another.  Then 

there are the secret ones that feel like someone else is having a hard time making ends 

meet, so they go on a secret mission to Trader Joe’s for groceries.  Then do a ding-dong-

ditchem, putting the groceries on their porch, ringing the door bell, and running away. 

 

I have also seen the giving of generous gift cards to one another.  There are all kinds of 

examples, and this pleases the Lord who is our Father.  It pleases God when He sees us 

taking care of one another.   

 

There is blessing in receiving but Jesus said that it is even better to give than to receive.  

Your flesh might tell you no and to hold onto to what you have, but once you give, your 

soul is so satisfied.  So, we give. 

 

How do we live as a church family?  We share our stuff with one another.  We will finish 

with this.  How do we live as a church family? 

 

3. We share the shalom with one another (I Corinthians 6:5-8) 

 

Shalom, do any of you know what that Hebrew word means?  Yes, peace, brothers and 

sisters, peace!  There is to be loving harmony in the family of God. 

 

To make that point, I want to take you to a place where there was very little peace, if any.  

There was no peace taking place in this city, and it is written in Scripture as a warning of 

what can happen in families of believers that truly do belong to the Lord.   

 

Corinth was a church that was all fragmented and divided up.  Different portions of the 

church claimed to be disciples of different prominent teachers in the church—I follow 

Paul, I follow Cephas.  They were arguing about all kinds of things, including spiritual 

gifts.  Their worship services were chaotic.   

 

However, I think the real abyss of their disunion is found in I Corinthians Chapter 6 

where we find that there were some people in that church family in a lot of conflict.  It 

was so heated and entrenched that they ended up taking each other to court.   

 

Paul found out that they were taking each other to the civil authorities.  They were going 

out to the public Bema Seat to get thing sorted out by a secular judge, and Paul was 

beside himself.  Notice how he was emphatic in the use of civil language as he addressed 

the issue.  I Corinthians Chapter 6 and Verses 5 through 8 
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5
I say this to your shame.  Can it be that there is no one among you wise 

enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 
6
but brother goes to law 

against brother, and that before unbelievers?  
7
To have lawsuits at all with 

one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why 

not rather be defrauded?  
8
But you yourselves wrong, and defraud—even 

your own brothers! 

 

Paul wanted to know what was going on there among the family of God.  Lord, help!   

 

Some of you are parents with multiple children.  We have three boys, but I seldom pull 

out this language that points out:  Jon, Ryan, Daniel, you guys are brothers.  But every 

now and then when we want our children to behave like siblings, parents like you and me 

have been known to tell them that they are brothers, or brothers and sisters, so treat each 

other like you ought to. 

 

That is what Paul was doing.  Brother goes to court against brother?  What?  What we see 

here is an indication of what still remains in all of us.  This is not Christ.  This is Adam.  

The seed of Adam remains in us.  This is the direction that our fallenness can take us in if 

we don’t pursue grace and peace with one another; if we don’t humble ourselves. 

 

Earlier on, we heard Psalm 133 being read. 

 
1
Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

when brothers dwell in unity! 
 

That is such a good thing!  They are dwelling together in unity not because they are all 

sinlessly perfect, but because they are seeking to walk by grace and humility in the power 

of God.  When you have a group of people who are living in such peace where the person 

describing it has to say behold, look at how good and pleasant it is, it is because there are 

men and women practicing relational generosity, as in the definition of love in I 

Corinthian Chapter 13. 

 

They are believing the best about each other.  They believe all things.  They give each 

other the benefit of the doubt.  It is because there are men who are practicing restraint 

when they are frustrated.  It is because there are women who are being patient and 

gracious in their speech. 

 

As men and women, we don’t have to say everything that we think!  One of the most 

powerful longings or urges in the human condition is the longing to express annoyance.  

However, according to the pages of Scripture in I Corinthians Chapter 13, love is not 

rude. 

 

Love is not rude, so either with verbal or with nonverbal communication, we never 

release anything that will make a person feel chopped down to size.  When we must deal 

with issues, we deal with them in a straightforward, honest and gracious way.   
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It is so pleasing when brothers and sisters are dwelling in unity, because they are 

crucifying the sinful tendencies of the flesh.  They are walking toward and pursuing 

maturity in the way that they interact with others.  You can’t have the flesh having free 

reign but still have that situation of peace.  It will quickly go rancor and cause conflict. 

 

So, there is to be peace in the body of Christ.  This is God’s will for us.  We need to say:  

Lord, work Your Spirit in me in such a way that no unwholesome talk will come out of 

my mouth, but only that which is used for building others up according to their needs that 

it may give grace to those you listen.   

 

Ephesians 4:29 is God’s will for your speech. Let no unwholesome talk come out of your 

mouth.  I remember in marital counseling coming across some article years ago that said:  

In a healthy relationship, there must at least be a six to one ratio of positive words to 

negative words. 

 

There is a little tidbit of wisdom.  Is it biblical?  Or is it God’s will to let no unwholesome 

talk come out of your mouth?  That is not so much talking about naughty words, although 

we want to be pure in our speech in that way too, but unwholesome talk is that which 

causes somebody else to feel like they are crumbling inside; an insulting kind of speech. 

 

The body of Christ has to crucify that tendency.  Instead, we must build others up with 

our capacity of speech.  If we see sin, we will deal with it in a gracious and humble way.  

We need to be about building each other up. 

 

That is when suddenly it is going to be like: 

 

 
1
Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

when brothers dwell in unity! 
 

We take our opinions and we talk about them graciously.  Guess what, brothers and 

sisters?  We are going to be talking about how to spend money on our property.  There 

are going to be lots of strong opinions, because that is how we are built.  How will you 

communicate your opinions?   

 

When you see the larger portion of the church family going in a certain direction, are you 

going to be a stick in the mud, or are you going be humble and get on board?  That is 

humility.  That’s what brings unity. 

 

Unity is not uniformity, because there are different perspectives on some of these things, 

especially when it gets down to how to manage the different blessings that are not in 

Scripture in black and white, so we must be humble and gracious toward one another.   

 

I’m doing my best to give you what the Spirit has put on my heart and I pray that it is 

helpful, even in spite of the Scripture mistakes I have made.  God is good.  Hopefully, we 

can be a family of believers and look out for one another and welcome people in and 

practice grace with one another. 



12 

 

 

Will you join me in a word of prayer?   

 

 

 

 

 


